
36th AFI Life Achievement Award - Audience 
HOLLYWOOD - JUNE 12: (L-R) Barry Diller, actress Annette Bening 
and actor Warren Beatty in audience during the 36th AFI Life Achievement 
Award tribute to Warren Beatty held at the Kodak Theatre on June 12, 2008 
in Hollywood, California. The show will air on USA Network at 9PM PST 
on June 25, 2008. (Photo by Frazer Harrison/Getty Images for AFI)  

 
36th AFI Life Achievement Award - Show 
HOLLYWOOD - JUNE 12: Actor Al Pacino (L) 
presents the AFI Lifetime Achievement Award to 
actor Warren Beatty during the 36th AFI Life 
Achievement Award tribute to Warren Beatty 
held at the Kodak Theatre on June 12, 2008 in 
Hollywood, California. The show will air on USA 
Network at 9PM PST on June 25, 2008. (Photo by 
Kevin Winter/Getty Images for AFI)  

36th AFI Life Achievement Award - Show 
HOLLYWOOD - JUNE 12: AFI Lifetime 
Achievement Award Recipient Warren 
Beatty speaks during the 36th AFI Life 
Achievement Award tribute to Warren 
Beatty held at the Kodak Theatre on June 
12, 2008 in Hollywood, California. The 
show will air on USA Network at 9PM 
PST on June 25, 2008. (Photo by Kevin Winter/
Getty Images for AFI)  





STAR SPOTLIGHT SHINES: 
 Tanya Thompson 

Internet Celebrity TV New York City Host 
 

by Tracy Walker 

Internet Celebrity Film & TV Magazine is proud to 
shine the spotlight  on a very creative and talented 
aspiring entertainer, New York City host, Tanya 
Thompson.  She is a well respected entertainment 
consultant and upcoming actress. 
 
IC:   How does it feel being selected to serve as host 
our New York City’s Internet Celebrity TV Show  
and, what entertainer would you like to interview? 
TANYA:   It’s an absolute honor to be chosen as one 
of the hosts for the Internet Celeb-
rity TV Show.  
 This is something I’ve wanted to 
do for a long time, so it’s truly a 
blessing to be given the opportu-
nity.  I am so excited! 
Oh, there are so many entertainers 
from the film industry to music 
that I would love to interview, but 
if I had to choose one, I would 
definitely want to interview An-
gela Bassett! She is such a strong, 
powerful actress and just a respect-
able woman all around. 
 
IC:   I understand that you were recently in a film 
called Surrender.  Was there someone in your life that 
you remembered that helped you form that character? 

  

TANYA:   Actually my character in Surrender was a 
ruthless female gang member named Scorpio.  She 
was just vicious. To help me bring this character to 
life, I had to draw from deep within because I don’t 
have anyone in my life that was remotely close to the 
type of person Scorpio was.   
 
One thing I did was watch the movie Belly (starring 
DMX and Nas) and studied the character Lennox 
played by Louie Rankin.  In the movie he played a 

Jamaican ruthless kil-
ler, so that helped a 
lot.   
 
Another thing I did 
was dredge up the old 
feelings I had when 
my son was lost in his 
school building a 
while back and the 
administration could-
n’t find him. I remem-
ber I saw red and I 
was enraged! Bringing 
back those feeling 

helped me complete an attempted murder scene I had 
to do. The film is currently in post-production and 
should be released later on this year. 
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IC:   Are you a native New Yorker?  Where 
were you born?  If not from NY what brought 
you there? 
TANYA:   Yes, I’m born and raised in the 
Bronx New York.  However, I come from a 
Caribbean background.  I was raised by a Ja-
maican mother and Guyanese father.  So I 
definitely connect more with my Caribbean 
side. 

 
IC:   You were TV Host for the syndicated 
Internet Business Channel.  Tell me a little 
about those Internet shows? 
TANYA:   Well the show Your Business 
Channel gives free tips and advice from the 
worlds top business experts to business people 
and entrepreneurs.  I hosted two shows for 
them called “How to Get Free PR for Your 
Business” and “How to get the Sales you De-
serve”.  All of the shows are featured online. 
So any entrepreneur out there that has ques-
tions about PR, Marketing, investing strate-
gies, financial tips, the answers can be found 
free at www.yourbusinesschannel.com. 
 
IC:   You are also an actress for the Internet  
Drama AQUIL.  What is that  Internet show 
about? 
 
TANYA:   Net Drama is a show featuring 
people who want to air out a person that 
wronged them or a friend. It’s a cross between 
the “Maury Povich & Oprah talk show” and 
“Cops”.  The host of the show runs up on the 
“accused” and the person that has the problem 
confronts them for the wrong they did.  
 
This is all done unbeknownst to the accused, 
so that’s what makes the show so juicy. You 
never know what to expect!  The footage of 
the confrontation is then shown during a live 
taping of the talk show portion of the show.  
 
Most of the show is reality, however my part 
was what you call scripted-reality.  I played 
an angry friend who wanted to confront the 
guy that gave her best friend a venereal dis-
ease.  It’s really crazy.  The shows was sched-
uled to  launched online late 2007, where 
America will be able to see all  of the Inter-
NET Drama. It’s going to be hilarious! 
 
 
 



IC:   With all your talents, which do you enjoy 
most?  
TANYA:   I really enjoy acting for film. That is the 
absolute best! 
  
IC:   How long have you been in the industry? 
TANYA:   I’ve been in the industry since 1996.  So 
about 12 years now, Internet, theatre, music video, 
tv, print,   
TANYA:   Yes, all six. 
  
IC:   Which did you experience first and how old 
were you? 
TANYA:   My first experience with entertaining 
was at the age of 5. I started playing the piano and 
performing in recitals since then. When I got to 
high school I started performing in the theatre and 
that’s when I got the act-
ing bug.  I did multiple 
high school plays and 
talent shows.  My first 
“real” acting experience 
was on NY Undercover 
back in 1996.  I’ve been 
going ever since. 
  
IC:   When you were 
growing up, what did 
you really want to be 
and are you there now? 
TANYA:   When I was 
growing up I always 
wanted to be an entertainer in some form or fash-
ion.  I just love the entertainment industry period.  
Of course, acting is my first love and will always be 
my passion.  However, I always saw myself on the 
big screen, whether that be in the form of movies, 
TV, or now on the internet!  As I got older and 
started watching the BET and MTV VJ’s, I said 
“You know what, I would love to do that!” And 
now look, I’m a Host for the Internet Celebrity TV 
Show. Dreams do come true! 
  
IC:   I heard that you have done interviews with 
actress Chyna Layne and executive producer 
Sonya Swinton and for BLOK TV.  Did you plan 
or intend this to be the door opener to where you 
are.  Or did you feel  like you were in the right 

place at the right time and it just happened? 
TANYA:   No, I sure didn’t plan it this way, but I 
definitely believe God did.  I know that this is my 
calling and I was going to get there one way or the 
other.  I just didn’t know through which channel.  I 
know I do have a lot of different talents and abili-
ties, so it had to come through one of them.  It’s 
funny because it’s like this for most entertainers.  
Like the hip hop artist Mos Def – he always wanted 
to be an actor, but used music to get him through 
the door.  Now he’s living his dreams and making 
music while being on the big screen.  So for me, 
there are no limits but the sky! 
  
 IC:   Every actor that I know has either been on or 
wants to be in either NY Undercover or Law and 
Order, how did you get on?  

TANYA:   The agent that I 
had at the time told me 
about the casting.  I went 
and was immediately put on 
the show. 
  
IC:   I noticed your pictures 
with your EMMY ®Award 
tell me about your experi-
ence as a presenter of the 
fabulous Daytime 
Emmy®Awards?  What ce-
lebrities did you meet? 
TANYA:   I’ve been work-
ing with the Emmy® 

Awards for exactly three years and they are a won-
derful group of people.  I’ve been able to go a lot of 
places from Gracie Mansion in NY to the Kodak 
Theatre in Hollywood.  I’ve met a lot of people as 
well like Susan Lucci, Lisa Rinna, Tyra Banks, 
Shemar Moore, and Al Roker. It’s been an awe-
some opportunity.  
 
The red carpet experience is so surreal. The fans are 
screaming and the paparazzi is flashing their cam-
eras and asking you to stop so they can get pictures 
of your gown.  It’s just so amazing. I ate dinner 
with Tony Danza and talked about his cameo in the 
movie Crash. He’s a great guy and just schooled 
me about the business.  It’s something I look for-
ward to annually! 
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 IC:   Any projects in the works? 
TANYA:   Yes, I have a theatre 
project in the works called “The 
Black Rose Diaries”.  This play is 
about suicide in the African 
American community.  It’s some-
thing rarely talked about in our 
communities and we’re hoping 
that this play will be the voice for 
all the woman that goes through 
abuse in some form, whether that 
be mental or physical.   
 
My characters name is Dana, who 
is a woman who is going through 
domestic abuse physically by the 
hands of her husband and does the 
ultimate – commits suicide.  This 
is going to be one of my most 
challenging roles to date. 
 
IC:   What motivates you day to 
day?  

TANYA:   My son and husband 
is my daily motivation. They are 
also my biggest cheerleaders.  I 
don’t want to just tell my son 
“you can be anything you want to 
be” I want to “show” him by my 
example. 
  
IC:   Where do you see yourself 
in another five years? 
TANYA:   Five years from now I 
see myself waking up everyday 
doing the things I love.  I see my-
self as a successful actress, entre-
preneur, and one of the top rated 
TV hosts for the Internet Celeb-
rity TV Show! 
  
IC:   Do you ever have that one 
thought in the back of your mind  
that keeps you going?   What may 
I ask is it?   
TANYA:   Yes, I definitely do. I 

always say to myself “Tanya, you 
have to do this like you need air to 
breathe”… and it definitely moti-
vates me…it keeps that fire in me 
burning so that I continue to stay 
hungry and never get into a com-
placent state.  Although I know 
this may seem a bit extreme, but it 
works for me. 
  
IC:   In closing what advice 
would you like to leave with other 
aspiring actors? 
TANYA:   I’d tell other aspiring 
actors to “Keep Fighting the 
Fight of Faith in yourself” be-
cause if you don’t believe in you, 
no one else will.  
  
IC:  Great advice, Tanya and best 
wishes for your continued suc-
cess. 

Tanya Thompson 
actress 

Actress Tanya Thompson as Sasha in her starring role in the animated 
Internet TV series The Royal Swintons: An International Family. 


